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Intrecuetion

The cool winter monitoring period (July-August) is upon
us so now is the time to plan your day and contact Keira
to book out a kit.

Seagrass-Watch and its volunteers have been
nominated for two awards since the last newsletter,
please see over for the nomination letters.

It is great to see our volunteers getting recognition for
their commitment and important work particularly when it
comes all the way from the top.

More training days combined with our “BBQ’s on the
Bay” will be held on the delightful Eastern Banks. You
can wander around the intertidal flats in one of the most
diverse areas of the bay after being treated to a BBQ.
These events will be planned throughout the year, the
first scheduled for Sat 25" August, so please let us
know if you would like to be involved.

Field training days are a great way to learn some of the
finer points of seagrass watching. You will get to see
many of the seagrass species generally not seen on the
Western side of Moreton Bay and you will see many
more marine species, given we are working on some of
Moreton Bay's best seagrass meadows in almost
pristine areas.

Mereten Bay Zoning Review

Currently the Queensland Government is carrying out a
10 year review of the Moreton Bay Marine Park. The
review gives everyone the opportunity to have a say

about the future of the marine park.

If you would like to let the EPA know about your special
areas complete the EPA online survey. It is a very good

way to pass on your knowledge and help Moreton Bay.

http://www.epa.qgld.gov.au/mbmp/feedback.php

Websites:
http://www.gccgld.org.au/seagrass/
http://www.seagrasswatch.org

Contacts:
Paul Finn Simon Baltais
Coordinator, Seagrass-Watch Secretary
c/- QPWS WPSQ-BB
Phone: 3821 9000 Phone: 3822 4943

Mobile: 0412 075 334
baltais@bigpond.net.au

Mobile: 0413 502 824
paul.finn@epa.gld.gov.au
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Photographs from a recent “BBQ on the Bay” event
(taken by Don Marshall). Top: Simon Baltais
showing Conor and Debbi McManus how the new
temperature loggers work. Bottom: David Wilson
and Paul Finn checking out some invertebrates.
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frequently taken and may be reproduced in
publications and promotional material. If you do
not wish a photograph of yourself to be used for
this purpose please inform Paul Finn in writing.
Seagrass-Watchers are encouraged to take
photos of themselves during their monitoring
session with the camera provided. Thank you.



SEANoISES

One species we are keen to know more about in
Moreton Bay are seahorses. Moreton Bay supports a
number of seahorses, including the Low-crown
Seahorse (Hippocampus dahlia) found in shallow
waters on rubble substrates, once common they now
appear to have declined significantly since the 1960s.
Another species is the Common seahorse
(Hippocampus taeniopterus), which is found along the
edge of seagrass meadows and mangroves.

Seahorses are called so because of their horse-
shaped head and they live in the sea. All seahorses
belong to the genus Hippocampus, from the Greek
words for horse (hippos) and sea monster (campus).
These beautiful creatures are all members of the
family Syngnathidae, from the Greek syn, meaning
together or fused, and gnathus, meaning jaws. Other
fish in the family Syngnathidae include pipefishes,
pipehorses, and seadragons. Seahorses have heads
at right angles to the body and fully prehensile tails,
which wrap around seagrass stems, corals, sticks, or
any other suitable natural or artificial object. These
traits, along with a pouch for the young and eyes that
swivel independently of each other, lend to the unique
nature of these fish. Instead of the scales found on
most fish, seahorses have a thin layer of skin
stretched over a series of bony plates visible as rings
around the trunk. These rings are useful in identifying
species, as are the cheek spines and coronet (a
crown-like group of spines on the top of the head). In
addition to the spines, some species also have bony
bumps or skin filaments protruding from these bony
rings.

Seahorses have no stomach or teeth. They suck in
prey through a tubular snout and pass it through an
inefficient digestive system. Like other fish, they
breathe through gills, however, their gills are small
and compacted, almost “grape-like” in structure.
Seahorses swim using the propulsive force of a
quickly oscillating dorsal fin, and use the pectoral fins
on either side of the body for steering and stability.
They are no speed demon in the water but are
masters of camouflage changing colour and growing
skin filaments to blend in with their surroundings.
Short-term colour changes may also occur during
courtship displays and daily greetings. Male and
female seahorses can be told apart by the presence
of a brood pouch on the male.

Yes, the male seahorse, rather than the female,
becomes pregnant. This unusual mode of
reproduction is the most extreme form of male
parental care yet discovered, although it arises from a
general bias towards male paternal care among
fishes. Most species of seahorses are monogamous,

forming pair bonds that last the entire breeding
season (and perhaps even last over several breeding
seasons), although some species may not be pair-
bonded. Pair bonds are reinforced by daily greetings
in which the female and male change colour and
promenade and pirouette together. This dance lasts
several minutes, and then they separate for the rest of
the day.

Source:

Questions and Answers

If anyone has any questions or finds something
they can't identify while monitoring please
contact Keira and she will TRY to answer or
identify it for you.

Send your photo's and/or questions to:

Purple-tipped Anemone (top, photo by Joyce Newell)

and Rose Petal Bubble Snail (bottom, photo by Don

Marshall) taken on the Eastern Banks on one of our
“BBQ on the Bay” events.



2007 Healthy Waterways Awards

Seagrass-Watch volunteer Debra Henry holding up the Moreton Bay
Community Seagrass-Watch’'s growing collection of awards and certificates
of recognition. 2007 Healthy Waterways Champion Award was won by our
program manager, Simon Baltais, and a certificate of recognition to
Seagrass-Watch as a finalist in the Community Award section.

Climate Change

Climate change in Australian waters is a reality and
is an accelerating one. However, given its global
impacts is there anything we can do? Well the
answer is yes.

We can start to project future scenarios and take
appropriate action to reduce our impacts upon those
species and ecosystems identified as most
vulnerable.

Climate predictions

Warming of surface waters by 1 - 2<C.
Strengthening southward flow of East Australian current

Reduced surface water nutrients as mixing of surface
and sub-surface water lessens.

Greater ocean acidity caused by increased carbon
dioxide absorption.

Source: Fisheries Research & Development Corp.






. . Suitable Tide Times - July/August 2007

M@]dﬁﬂ@ﬁ @[@@ﬁﬂﬂ@[ﬁ]ﬁﬂm@ Day Date Time (24hr) Height (m)
SUN 1/07/2007 1545 0.34
MON 2/07/2007 1625 0.34
We conduct mudflat spotlighting trips on an FRI 6/07/2007 0755 0.45
opportunistic basis, so we invite you to let us know if SAT 7/07/2007 0841 0.43
you would like to do one of these trips at your own SUN 8/07/2007 0.31 0.41
site. This is a great way to see the hordes of bizarre MON 9/07/2007 1027 0.39
creatures that utilise your site at night. Please TUE 10/07/2007 1127 0.38
contact Simon or Paul to arrange one of these ‘_’I_Vﬁg Ejg;ggg; ggg 8-22
evening events. FRI 13/07/2007 1420 0.30
SAT 14/07/2007 1510 0.29
@@@@[‘F@@@ @@]W@y@ SUN 15/07/2007 1555 0.30
MON 16/07/2007 1636 0.34
FRI 20/07/2007 0725 0.52
Seagrass-Watch surveys are undertaken three SAT 21/07/2007 0759 0.54
times a year (March/April, July/August and SUN 22/07/2007 0839 0.56
November/December). The July/August monitoring MON 23/07/2007 0928 0.59
period is upon us and there are plenty of suitable TUE 24/07/2007 1026 0.59
tides — see tide times opposite (Brisbane Bar). WED 25/07/2007 1127 0.57
Those who have been trained and set up at sites THU 26/07/2007 1224 0.51
should select a suitable day and then contact Keira FRI 21/07/2007 1315 044
keira.price@epa.gld.gov.au) to book out the SAT 28/07/2007 1403 0.36
(keira.p : . . SUN 29/07/2007 1449 0.30
equipment. Seven equipment kits are available. MON 30/07/2007 1533 0.25
TUE 31/07/2007 1617 0.23
T [h] @ I:'m k@ SAT 4/08/2007 0719 0.33
SUN 5/08/2007 0800 0.36
A I_oig than_ks t_o all the vplunteers for generous_ly ¥82 g;ggggg; 8822 8:3;
giving their time to this valuable community WED 8/08/2007 1102 046
monitoring program. We hope you find it enjoyable THU 9/08/2007 1215 0.43
and rewarding. FRI 10/08/2007 1320 0.37
SAT 11/08/2007 1415 0.32
SUN 12/08/2007 1503 0.29
MON 13/08/2007 1544 0.29
TUE 14/08/2007 1621 0.33
SAT 18/08/2007 0630 0.42
SUN 19/08/2007 0700 0.46
MON 20/08/2007 0735 0.53
TUE 21/08/2007 0820 0.61
WED 22/08/2007 0924 0.66
THU 23/08/2007 1041 0.65
FRI 24/08/2007 1151 0.57
SAT 25/08/2007 1251 0.45
SUN 26/08/2007 1345 0.34
MON 27/08/2007 1433 0.25
TUE 28/08/2007 1521 0.19
WED 29/08/2007 1607 0.18
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Check out the website ( ) for other great items for sale.



